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Characteristics of Social System
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Characteristics of Social System

* Social System relates to plurality of individual actors: A
fundamental characteristic of any social system is that it is
fundamentally composed of a plurality of individual actors. This
means that a social system is not a monolithic entity but rather a
collection of multiple human beings, each with their own intentions,
actions, and consciousness. However, it's not merely an aggregate;
these individual actors are Iinterconnected in patterned and
meaningful ways.
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Characteristics
of Social
System

Aims and Objects: Social systems are inherently
goal-oriented, possessing both expressed and
implied aims and objects.

Order and Pattern amongst various
constituent units: This means that the
interactions and relationships within the system
are not chaotic or random but exhibit
recognizable regularities, predictable sequences,
and recurrent structures. Roles, nhorms,
institutions, and power distributions are organized
in coherent ways.

Functional Relationship is the basis of unity:
This characteristic implies that the different parts
of the system—whether they are individual actors,
social roles, groups, institutions, or subsystems—
are not isolated entities but are intricately
connected and rely on each other to perform their
specific functions.




Characteristics of Social System

Physical or Environmental
Aspect of Social System: This
characteristic implies that the
different parts of the system—
whether they are individual actors,
social roles, groups, institutions, or
subsystems—are not isolated
entities but are intricately connected
and rely on each other to perform
their specific functions.

Linked with Cultural System: A
social system is inextricably linked
with the cultural system in which it
is embedded. Culture encompasses
the shared values, beliefs, norms,
symbols, language, knowledge, and
practices that define a group's way
of life.




* Expressed and Implied Aims and Objects:
Every social system, from a small group to a
nation, operates with goals that are either overtly
declared or subtly embedded within its
operational logic. Expressed aims are the
conscious, articulated purposes that guide
formal actions and public discourse. For a
government, this might be economic growth; for
a family, it could be raising children. These
manifest objectives shape explicit policies and
resource allocation. Conversely, implied aims
are the unstated, often unconscious, or latent
functions that the system serves, which may not
be the primary stated intention but are crucial for
its persistence or for unintended consequences.




Characteristics of Social System

Characteristics of Adjustment: A crucial characteristic of social systems is their
capacity for adjustment and adaptation to both internal pressures and external
environmental changes. Social systems are not static; they exist in dynamic
environments and are constantly subjected to various forces that can disrupt their
equilibrium.

Order, Pattern and Balance: It signifies that the constituent parts of a social
system do not interact randomly or chaotically. Instead, their relationships and
behaviors conform to discernible regularities, repeatable sequences, and
structured arrangements. This order is manifest in the predictability of social roles,
the consistent application of norms, and the institutionalized ways in which
collective life is organized.
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Relationship
between
Social

System &
Social
Structure

* The relationship between social system and
social structure is one of interdependence
and dynamic interplay. They are not
separate entities, but rather two facets of the
same social reality, constantly shaping and
being shaped by each other.

» Social Structure as the Framework for
the Social System:

Structure Provides the Blueprint: Social
structure  (roles, norms, institutions,
hierarchies) serves as the foundational
blueprint or framework within which a social
system operates. It dictates the expected
patterns of interaction, and the positions
individuals and groups occupy.



Relationship between Social System &
Social Structure

Enables Functioning: Without a social structure, the social
system would be chaotic and unpredictable. The structure provides
the necessary organization and rules for individuals and groups to
interact in a coherent and functional manner. Think of it like the
rules of a game (structure) that allow the players to play the game
(system).

Shapes Interactions: The existing social structure heavily
influences the nature and quality of interactions within the social
system. For example, a hierarchical social structure (like a caste
system) will lead to different patterns of interaction than a more
egalitarian one.



Relationship between Social System &
Social Structure

> Social System as the Enactment and Reproduction of Social
Structure:

Structure Comes Alive: The social system is where the abstract social
structure becomes manifest and observable through the concrete actions
and interactions of people. It's the "doing" of society.

Reproduction and Reinforcement: Through their ongoing interactions,
iIndividuals and groups within the social system continually reproduce and
reinforce the existing social structure. When people conform to roles, follow
norms, and participate in institutions, they uphold the established patterns.




Dynamic Maintenance: The social system
actively maintains the social structure by
providing mechanisms for socialization, social
control, and resource allocation, all of which

RelatlonSh i p ensure the continuation of the established order.
» The Potential for Change and Adaptation:

between . System Can Modify Structure: While structure
SOCiaI heavily influences the system, the dynamic
nature of the social system also allows for

changes to the social structure. Collective

SyStem & actions, social movements, technological
SOCiaI advancements, and evolving norms within the
social system can gradually or rapidly alter the

existing social structure. For example, changin

Structure : P s

gender roles in a family (system) can lead to a
shift in the traditional family structure over time.




Relationship between Social System &
Social Structure

Feedback Loop: There's a continuous feedback loop: the structure
influences the system, and the system's activities, in turn, can
reinforce or modify the structure.



Thank you




	Slide 1: SYM 101 Sociological Concepts
	Slide 2: Content
	Slide 3: Characteristics of Social System
	Slide 4: Characteristics of Social System
	Slide 5: Characteristics of Social System
	Slide 6: Characteristics of Social System
	Slide 7: Characteristics of Social System
	Slide 8: Characteristics of Social System
	Slide 9: Elements of Social System 
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Relationship between Social System & Social Structure
	Slide 12: Relationship between Social System & Social Structure
	Slide 13: Relationship between Social System & Social Structure
	Slide 14: Relationship between Social System & Social Structure
	Slide 15: Relationship between Social System & Social Structure
	Slide 16

