SYM 101
SOCIOLOGICAL
CONCEPT

UNIT: 2

TOPIC: Karl Marx’s
Conception of Society
and Classification




Content

* Forces and Means of Production
* Relations of Production
* Economic Infrastructure & Social Superstructure

* Antagonistic Cooperation

* Society




First Historical Act

Production of Material Life is the First Historical Act

Starting Point of History

In order to survive, Man must produce.




Creation
of
Needs

Man is perpetually
Dissatisfied
Animal

Once basic needs
are met, new
needs are created

Man tries to exploit
nature to meet
needs




Relationship between Man and Nature

Nature imposes
restrictions but
man is able to
overcome
through
technology

Constant
Struggle between
Man and Nature




Relations of Production

Alone man cannot produce. He enters into Relations of
Production.




Forces of

Production

Forces of production refer to
technological and material resources,
skills and knowledge of workers that are
used to create goods and services.

Forces of production is of two types:
Man and Things
Former is Living

Latter is Non-Living



Forces of Production(FOP)

Non-Living part of Means of Production is Forces of Production

Change in Forces of
Production leads to change
in Relations of Production

J




Development
in FOP

Transformation of Nature:
Use Value & Exchange Value
Economic Infrastructure

Social Superstructure

Rise of the concept of Society




° Its Economic Infrastructure and
Superstructure that together form

Conception the Society

of Society * Used Evolutionary Perspective to
Understand the idea of Society.




Classification of Society

Primitive Ancient Feudal
Communism Society Society

Capitalistic @ Socialistic

Society Society A




Primitive Communism

The primitive-
communal system was
the first and the lowest
form of organization of

people and it existed
for thousands of years. )

Men and women started using primitive
tools like sticks and stones for hunting
and food-gathering. Gradually they
improved these tools, and learned to
make fire, cultivation and animal
husbandry. In this system of very low
level of forces of production, the relations
of production were based on common
ownership of the means of production. o




Primitive
Communism

Therefore, these relations were based on
mutual assistance and cooperation.

These relations were conditioned by the
fact that people with their primitive
Implements could only withstand the
mighty forces of nature together,
collectively.

In such a situation, exploitation of
humans by humans did not exist
because of two reasons.




Primitive Communism

Firstly, the tools used (namely, means of production) were so
simple that they could be reproduced by anyone. These were
Implements like spear, stick, bow and arrow etc. Hence no person
or group of people had the monopoly of ownership over the tools.

Secondly, production was at a low-scale. The people existed more
or less on a subsistence level. Their production was just sufficient
to meet the needs of the people provided everybody worked.



Primitive
Communism

Therefore, it was a situation of no
master and no servant. All were equal.

Gradually with time, people started
perfecting their tools, their craft of
producing and surplus production
started taking place. This led to private
property and primitive equality gave way
to social inequality. Thus, the first
antagonistic classes, slaves and slave
owners, appeared.

This is how the development of the
forces of production led to the
replacement of primitive communal
system by slavery.



Ancient Society

In the slave-owning society, primitive tools were perfected and
bronze and iron tools replaced the stone and wooden implements.

Large-scale agriculture, livestock raising, mining and handicrafts
developed. The development of this type of forces of production
also changed the relations of production.

These relations were based on the slave owner’s absolute
ownership of both the means of production and the slave and

everything they produced.



* The owner left the slaves only with the
bare minimum necessities to keep them
from dying of starvation. In this system,
the history of exploitation of humans by
humans and the history of class struggle

began.
Ancient * The development of productive forces
. went on and slavery became an
Society impediment to the expansion of social

production. Production demanded the
constant improvement of implements,
higher labour productivity, but the slaves
had no interest in this as it would not
Improve their position.




* With the passage of time the class
conflict between the classes of slave-
owners and the slaves became acute
and it was manifested in slave revolts.

Ancient These revolts, together with the raids
S . from neighboring tribes, undermined the
OCIety foundations of slavery leading to a new

stage i.e. feudal system.




Feudal
Society

The progressive development of the
productive  forces continued under
feudalism. People started using inanimate
sources of energy, viz., water and wind,
besides human Ilabour. The crafts
advanced further, new implements and
machines were invented and old ones
were improved.

The labour of craftspersons was
specialised, raising productivity
considerably. The development of forces
of production led to emergence of feudal
relations of production, based on the
feudal lords’ ownership of the serfs or
landless peasants.



Feudal Society

* The production relations were relations of domination and
subjection, exploitation of the serfs by the feudal lords.
Nevertheless, these relations were more progressive than in
slavery system, because they made the labourers interested, to
some extent, in their labour.

The peasants and the artisans could own the implements or small
parts of land. These forces of production underwent changes due to
new discoveries, increasing demands for consumption caused by

population increase and discovery of new markets through
colonialism.




Feudal Society

All this led to the need and growth of mass scale manufacture. This
became possible due to advances in technology.

This brought the unorganised labourers at one place i.e. the factory. This
sparked off already sharpened class conflict leading to peasant revolution
against landowners.

The new system of production demanded free labourer whereas the serf
was tied to the land, therefore, the new forces of production also changed
the relations of production culminating into a change in the mode of
production from feudalism to capitalism.




Capitalistic

Society

Large-scale machine production is the specific
feature of the productive forces of capitalism.
Huge factories, plants and mines took the place
of artisan workshops and manufacturers.

Marx and Engels described the capitalist
productive forces in the ‘Manifesto of the
Communist Party’. “Subjection of Nature's forces
to man, machinery, application of chemistry to
Industry and agriculture, steam navigation,
railways, electric telegraphs, clearing of whole
continents for cultivation, canalisation of rivers,
whole populations conjured out of the ground”.




Capitalistic

Society

In a century or two capitalism
accomplished much more in developing
the productive forces than had been
achieved in all the preceding eras of
human history.

Possessing no means of production, they
are compelled to sell their labour power
and thereby come under the yoke of
exploitation. Due to this exploitation the
relatively  free labourers become
conscious of their class interest and
organise themselves into a working class
movement.



Capitalistic
Society

This working class movement intensified
its struggle against the bourgeois class.
It begins with bargaining for better
wages and working conditions and
culminates into an intensified class
conflict, which is aimed at overthrowing
the capitalist system.

Marx said that the capitalist system
symbolises the most acute form of
iInequality, exploitation and class
antagonism. This paves the way for a
socialist revolution which would lead to
a new stage of society i.e. communism.



* Economic and Political System where
the means of production are owned and
controlled collectively, typically by the
state or government.

Socialistic * Social ownership of means of
- production as opposed to private
SOCIety ownership.

* Equitable distribution of wealth and
resources, and promote social welfare.




Communist
Society

Marx discussed communism as a form
of society. In the Economic and
Philosophical Manuscripts (1844) he
wrote that ‘Communism is the positive
abolition of private property, of human
self-alienation, and thus the real
appropriation of human nature, through
and for man’.

Marx said that the class antagonism and
subsequently the class conflict in the
capitalist system will usher in socialism
in place of capitalism through a
revolution.



Thankyou
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