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17.ASSESSMENT

Self-check Questions

1. Louis Wirth’s definition of the city emphasizes “heterogeneity.” Which of the
following is an unintended consequence of this urban characteristic, according to
Wirth?

a) Increased social cohesion and conformity.

b) Greater reliance on informal social controls.

c) A breakdown of rigid social barriers and a relativistic perspective.

d) Reduced need for specialized occupations due to diverse skills.

2. Which of the following advantages of city life most directly contributes to both
economic growth and cultural vibrancy, by fostering a dynamic exchange of skills
and perspectives?

a) Lower cost of living compared to rural areas.

b) Anonymity and personal freedom.

c) Concentration of diverse talent and specialized opportunities.
d) Reduced levels of environmental pollution.

3. The concept of the “blase attitude,” as described by George Simmel in the
context of urban life, primarily serves as a psychological adaptation to which
urban characteristic?

a) The deep emotional bonds formed in primary groups.

b) The constant need for social approval in a close-knit community.
¢) The overwhelming intensity and volume of sensory stimuli.

d) The prevalence of agricultural work and seasonal rhythms.

4. When analyzing urban problems, the issue of “disguised unemployment” is less
commonly associated with core urban economic structures compared to rural
ones. However, a similar concept of underutilization of labor might manifest in
urban areas as:

a) High rates of skilled workers migrating to rural areas.

b) A large informal sector where workers have low productivity and unstable
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incomes.
c) A surplus of white-collar jobs leading to reduced competition.
d) An absence of trade unions in the organized sector.

5. The statement “The city is a theatre of social action” (Mumford) best
encapsulates which aspect of urban life?

a) The prevalence of entertainment industries and cultural performances.
b) The structured and predictable nature of urban interactions.

c) The dynamic arena where human interactions, conflicts, and collective
endeavors unfold publicly.

d) The passive role of individuals within large urban bureaucratic systems.

6. According to Max Weber, the presence of a central market was the sole
defining characteristic necessary for a settlement to be considered a ‘city’ in its full
sociological sense.

7. A key advantage of city life is that the higher cost of living is consistently offset
by significantly lower personal stress levels due to convenient amenities.

8. The “zone of transition” in the Concentric Zone Model (Burgess) is typically
characterized by stable, affluent middle-class residences and strong, traditional
community ties.

9. Urban environmental problems like air and water pollution are primarily caused
by natural disasters rather than human activities within cities.

10. The anonymity experienced in a large city, while offering a sense of freedom,
can also contribute to feelings of social isolation and a weakening of primary
group bonds.

Answers to Self-Check Questions

1. c) A breakdown of rigid social barriers and a relativistic perspective.
2. ¢) Concentration of diverse talent and specialized opportunities.
3. ¢) The overwhelming intensity and volume of sensory stimuli.

4. b) A large informal sector where workers have low productivity and unstable
incomes.

5. ¢) The dynamic arena where human interactions, conflicts, and collective
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endeavors unfold publicly.
6. False
7. False
8. False
9. False

10. True

Short Answer Questions

Q1. Drawing upon Louis Wirth’s ecological perspective, explain how the
combination of “large size” and “high density” in a city tends to alter the nature of
social relationships from those found in rural communities.

Q2. Beyond the purely economic benefits, discuss two significant cultural or social
advantages that cities offer to their inhabitants, explaining how these contribute to
a unique urban experience.

Q3. Identify and briefly explain two major environmental problems unique to or
significantly exacerbated by urban development, differentiating them from general
environmental degradation.

Long Answer Questions

Q1. Compare and contrast the conceptualizations of the "urban community" as
presented by Louis Wirth and Lewis Mumford. While both acknowledge the city's
complexity, elaborate on their differing emphases regarding its fundamental
nature, its internal organization, and its sociological significance. Which
perspective, in your view, offers a more holistic understanding of the
contemporary city, and why?

Q2. Analyze the inherent trade-offs between the purported advantages of city life
and the prevalent urban problems. Using specific examples, discuss how the very
factors that attract people to cities (e.g., economic opportunity, density,
convenience) can, when unchecked, simultaneously contribute to major social
and environmental disadvantages, ultimately impacting the quality of life for urban
residents.



